
Thought for the Day Mark 10:35-45 

 On Friday the world of politics was rocked by the violent death of 

Sir David Amess, MP for Southend West, who was attacked as he held 

a constituency surgery at a Methodist Church.  For many it brought back 

memories of the killing of Jo Cox MP, in 2016 outside the library where 

she was about to hold her constituency surgery.  How can two MPs lose 

their lives in the course of their work in five years?  Sadly, all humans 

are fragile, and despite a sense of politicians being invincible, or 

untouchable, they are as vulnerable as we all are. Sir David’s death has 

left his family and friends and the community he represented in shock. 

 Tributes to Sir David have a common thread running through them, 

that of kindness, care and compassion; again similar to the traits Jo Cox 

had.  Sir David was man of faith and he demonstrated his faith through 

all that he did.  A devout Catholic he worked with other denominations 

and faiths for community cohesion.  He was always willing to work 

across government on shared issues, putting the needs of others before 

his own.  I didn’t know him, but I think I would have liked to have been 

able to have a conversation with him about how his faith and his work 

complemented each other.  

 In today’s gospel reading we are reminded, “…whoever wishes to 

become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to 

be first among you must be slave of all.”  It is set in the context that 

James and John want to be treated differently from the others, they want 

to sit close to Jesus in heaven.  This sense of hierarchy and wanting to 

be “the most important” was at the heart of Roman society, which was 

based on wealth and power.  The more you had the more you would get. 

 In his teachings, Jesus reminds the disciples that the world of the 

Christian is the opposite of that.  In order to follow Jesus they must give 

up all ideas of worldly pride and status, they must humble themselves 

and put the needs of others before themselves.   

 This is a difficult message, perhaps more difficult for some than 

others.  Those who followed Jesus from the villages, the fishermen, 

were already poor and perhaps didn’t have much materially to give up, 

but some of his followers were rich and powerful. St Paul immediately 

springs to mind.  A man of great power and authority who turned from 

abusing Christians to going to prison and giving his life for his faith.  But 

whether rich or poor, all who followed Jesus had to make sacrifices.  



They had to give up their usual way of life, the stability of routine and 

boldly go out into the unknown.  They didn’t know how they would be 

received.  Would they be welcomed, would they be ridiculed, would they 

be attacked?  At all times they needed to put themselves after others.  

And when they got it wrong, Jesus would rebuke them. That must have 

been hard to take as well. We know that Jesus loves us and will forgive 

our mistakes, but we have the benefit of learning from the mistakes of 

those documented in scripture.  

 Today’s gospel ends with that unforgettable phrase, “For the Son 

of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom 

for many”.  This provides the link to servitude and service.  It reminds us 

that Jesus came to serve, to serve us and all humankind, to put others 

before himself.  A living example of how we should behave.  It also 

speaks of his death and that his death is not a simple martyrdom, but 

something much more than that.  Through his death, God will free his 

people from captivity and oppression and give us a different type of 

power.  Power through the community of service to God, a different and 

higher power.  One that you and I can enjoy with a true sense of 

belonging. 

 Sir David Amess lived his life in service to God and his 

constituents.  May he rest in peace. Amen  

 

 


